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Keith Hansen was born on 28 July 1921 in Maidenrock, Wisconsin; he grew up there 
and graduated from high school in 1938.  In early 1943 Keith joined the US Navy, 
and after Basic Training completed diesel school at Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
navigation training for amphibious vessels at Little Creek, Virginia.  By early 1944 
Keith was serving in the Pacific; one of the ships on which he served was the landing 
craft USS LSM-80, which was present at the battle for Okinawa (April - June 1945), 
and also off Japan after the war had ended.  In 1946 Keith was released to inactive 
duty; he served in the Naval Reserve until 1970, retiring with the rank of 
commander. 
Following the war, Keith and his wife Doris (married 1943) settled in 
Minnesota, where Keith worked in the mortgage department of Equitable Life 
Insurance Co., and later as a manufacturer's representative for Continental 
Merchandise; he retired in 1981. 
Keith was a member of VFW Post 5632, St. Louis Park, Minnesota, and in his 
spare time enjoyed outdoor hobbies.  At the time of this interview, Keith and Doris 
Hansen lived in St. Louis Park. 
 
Keith provides good details of everyday life on board ship in the Pacific Theater, 
where he served for two years (1944-45). 
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Information on USS LSM-80.  Source: NavSource Naval History 
 
LSM-1 Class Landing Ship Medium: Laid down at Brown Ship Building Co., Houston 
Texas. (date unknown); Launched (date unknown); Commissioned USS LSM-80, 2 
October 1944, LT j.g. Preston C. Westmoreland, USNR in command. 
 
During World War II LSM-80 was assigned to the Asiatic-Pacific Theater and 
participated in the Assault and Occupation of Okinawa, 9 April to 3 June 1945; 
Decommissioned, 10 August 1946, at NOB Subic Bay, Philippines; Struck from the 
Naval Register, (date unknown); Final disposition, sold, 13 February 1948, to the 
government of Nationalist China, fate unknown. LSM-80 earned one battle star for 
World War II service. 
 
Specifications: Displacement 520 t.(light), 743 t. (landing) 1,095 t.(fully loaded); 
Length 203' 6" o a; Beam 34' 6"; Draft, light, 3' 6" forward, 7' 8" aft, fully loaded, 6' 
4" forward, 8' 3" aft; Speed 13.2kts, (max.), (928 tons displacement); Complement 4 
officers, 54 enlisted; Armament one twin 40mm gun mount, four single 20mm gun 
mounts; Vehicle/Boat Capacity, 5 medium or 3 heavy tanks, or 6 LVT's, or 9 
DUKW's, Troop Capacity, 2 officers, 46 enlisted; Armor, 10-lb. STS splinter shield to 
gun mounts, pilot house and conning station; Propulsion, two Fairbanks Morse 
(model 38D81/8X10, reversible with hydraulic clutch) diesels. Direct drive with 





Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 - Keith Hansen 
Interview © 2001 by Thomas Saylor   3 
Interview key: 
TS = Thomas Saylor 
KH = Keith Hansen 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
TS:  Today is the 26th of October, 2001, and this is tape 1, side A of the interview 
with Keith Hansen at his residence in St. Louis Park, Minnesota.  First, Keith, on the 
tape I’d like to thank you very much for agreeing to sit and talk with me. 
 
KH:  You’re very welcome. 
 
TS:  I wanted to start with just a couple of questions about when and where you 
were born. 
 
KH:  I was born July 28th, 1921, in Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, in Pierce County. 
 
TS:  Now that’s a small place, isn’t it? 
 
KH:  Yes.  It had about three hundred people at that time.  Doesn’t have that many 
now—about 140.  We had 310 people, roughly. 
 
TS:  Did you finish high school there? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  And what year was that? 
 
KH:  In 1938. 
 
TS:  By the time the US entered the war against Japan then, in 1941, you were about 
twenty years old? 
 
KH:  That’s right. 
 
TS:  What did you do between finishing high school and when we entered the war? 
 
KH:  I went to the University [of Minnesota, Twin Cities] for a year and a half, about.  
Then I went to work in a defense plant up until I volunteered. 
 
TS:  Which defense plant was that? 
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KH:  Minneapolis-Moline.  Seems to me they made five-inch shells.  Up off Como 
Avenue, kind of in between Minneapolis and St. Paul.  I’m sure it’s long gone. 
 
TS:  I know the area, though.  When December 1941 came, where were you living? 
 
KH:  In Minneapolis. 
 
TS:  Do you remember the 7th of December, 1941? 
 
KH:  Pretty well, pretty well.  I can remember, one of my friends—I lived in an 
apartment and he came in and said, “There’s something big going on.  I just heard it 
on the radio.”  So then we started listening.  I can remember it made quite an 
impression (laughs). 
 
TS:  How did you react to hearing that news? 
 
KH:  I was mad (laughs).  I think it—most Americans—I think it inflamed the 
country about as much as it ever has been.  People started volunteering—they really 
responded. 
 
TS:  How about your folks?  Did you talk to them by telephone? 
 
KH:  Oh, I used to call home now and then, yes. 
 
TS:  Did you talk to them after the attack on Pearl Harbor? 
 
KH:  Not for a few days.  I’m not sure, Thomas—probably within a day or two. 
 
TS:  Did you decide at that point that you wanted to volunteer for the military? 
 
KH:  Oh yes.  I decided—of course I was signed up for the draft, we all were.  And I 
decided within a few months I’d volunteer, which I did. 
 
TS:  When did you enter the military? 
 
KH:  Well, I’d have to go dig my cards up, but I’d say early 1943. 
 
TS:  So you spent about a year before you went into the military after we got into the 
war. 
 
KH:  That’s about it. 
 
TS:  Were you working at the defense plant in Minneapolis then? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
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TS:  Now you volunteered for the Navy—why the Navy? 
 
KH:  Yes.  I guess because both my dad and my uncle had been in the Navy in World 
War I.  That’s probably part of the reason. 
 
TS:  How did your folks react to you telling them you had volunteered? 
 
KH:  They thought it was a fine idea.  Support for the military was very strong in 
World War II, very strong.  And most families had some of their younger members 
going into the military—into the Marines, or the Army, or the Navy. 
 
TS:  Now, you had a half-sister, but you were the only male child in your family? 
 
KH:  Right. 
 
TS:  Did that worry your folks at all that their only boy was going into the service? 
 
KH:  I suppose it did.  They never said much about it, but if I were in the same 
situation, Thomas, if one of my boys had gone off to the Vietnam War—they were in 
college then, so they didn’t go—if they had, I would have been worried about them.  
But I wouldn’t have said much. 
 
TS:  Keith, where did you go for Basic Training? 
 
KH:  Great Lakes [Naval Training Center, by Chicago]. 
 
TS:  A lot of Navy guys went to Great Lakes, didn’t they? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  Was that a new part of the country for you? 
 
KH:  Oh, I’d been down to Chicago a time or two. 
 
(seven second interruption to recording) 
 
KH:  [in mid-sentence]: …that’s Basic Training I guess (laughs). 
 
TS:  What can you say about the experience of Basic Training? 
 
KH:  Well, they had it very much accelerated.  I’m sure in peacetime they take more 
time on it.  But back then, you went through pretty fast. 
 
TS:  Did guys “wash out” of Basic Training? 
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KH:  Not many that I know of.  No, not many.  There were some people that ran into 
psychological problems.  They were let out for lack of military aptitude, I guess, was 
the term they used.  But some guys just didn’t cut it, and they were let go.  They got 
an honorable discharge, I forget, or “discharge at the convenience of the 
government,” something like that.  But anybody in my acquaintance, they all went 
through it, no problems. 
 
TS:  Do you have a story you can relate about a positive or negative experience from 
Basic Training? 
 
KH:  Not really, not that I can think of.  I know you had a lot of camaraderie with the 
other guys.  Now and then you’d get liberty and go out and have a big old time.  Then 
back at it.  But I don’t remember anything really specific. 
 
TS:  Okay.  When you finished Basic Training at Great Lakes, I think you said you 
went to OCS [Officer Candidate School].  Is that right? 
 
KH:  Yes.  I spent a little stretch at San Diego, training as a quartermaster.  Then I got 
sent to Notre Dame, to the midshipmen’s school. 
 
TS:  Did you volunteer for that, or were you selected? 
 
KH:  This chief petty officer picked me and another guy and sent us to take a test.  
We must have done all right on it, because we got sent to midshipmen’s school. 
 
TS:  Now how long were you at Notre Dame for midshipmen’s school? 
 
KH:  I think it was about four months, Thomas.  Pretty close to four months. 
 
TS:  Were you one of these so-called “90 day wonders”? 
 
KH:  That was about it (laughs).  A little more than ninety days, but that was the 
term they used in all the services.  They called the guys that went through the Army 
OCS and the Navy midshipmen’s school “90-day wonders,” who in turn called the 
guys from West Point and Annapolis the “trade school boys.” 
 
TS:  Was there a degree of rivalry between the West Point and Annapolis guys on the 
one hand, and the guys who went through these OCS programs on the other? 
 
KH:  I suppose there was.  The West Point and Annapolis guys of course, Thomas, 
were mostly planning to be career people.  While the midshipmen’s school were 
pretty much civilians who were going to put in a stretch.  But the cooperation that I 
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TS:  When you were going to OCS, did you see yourself in that way: as not a career 
Navy man? 
 
KH:  I didn’t—not at that point, no.  Of course, back then I was just in my twenties, 
my early twenties—you didn’t think much ahead of the next day, or week.  You 
didn’t have any long-term plans. 
 
TS:  By this time it was late 1943, when you finished at Notre Dame? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  Where did you go after that? 
 
KH:  Let’s see—I went to Raleigh, North Carolina, to the university.  I think it was the 
University of North Carolina that we went to, at Raleigh.  We had this diesel school 
where we trained so we could operate amphibious ships. 
 
TS:  So it was clear to you even then that you were going to be working in the 
amphibious branch? 
 
KH:  Practically everybody was funneled in that direction.  Yes. 
 
TS:  How long did that training last at diesel school? 
 
KH:  I don’t remember exactly.  It was several months.  Probably four months. 
 
TS:  How as the morale among the other men around you? 
 
KH:  I think the morale was very good there, then.  And of course, Raleigh was a real 
nice place, and going to school—the Southerners were very friendly toward military 
personnel.  Yeah, it was all right.  It was considered good duty. 
 
TS:  Did you pick up a ship then after diesel school? 
 
KH:  Yes, we picked up the ship—no, wait a minute now—whoops.  Then we went—
I should’ve kept a diary.  Then we went to Little Creek, Virginia, which was the 
amphibious training base.  Incidentally, it’s still in existence.  Most of these places 
are gone now, but the Navy still keeps the amphibious training base at Little Creek, 
Virginia.  They’re still using a few LSTs, they’ve got APAs, that’s attack transports—
yeah, they’ve still got quite a functional base there.  The last time I was by, which 
was about two years ago. 
 
[1, A, 169] 
 
TS:  And that’s where you picked up the LSM-80? 
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KH:  Nope, we picked up the LSM-80 at Houston, Texas. 
 
TS:  So did you go by train down to Houston? 
 
KH:  By train.  And that was something.  The trains back then were hot and dirty and 
slow, and… (laughs). 
 
TS:  Did it take you a while to get down to Houston? 
 
KH:  Yes it did (laughs).  But we played cards and made the most of it.  Back then you 
were quite resilient. 
 
TS:  Would you call that a good time on the train? 
 
KH:  Oh yes, yes.  Somebody snuck on some beer.  The food was not very good, what 
little we got.  But everybody enjoyed the trip. 
 
TS:  When you picked up your ship—would you say by this time that you had in your 
own mind a perception of “the enemy”? 
 
KH:  Well, I think the general attitude of most of the people at that point, Thomas—
they were very antagonistic toward the Japanese.  And of course, after some of the 
stuff that had happened, it’s understandable.  They were willing to get out and go at 
‘em. 
 
TS:  Would you say you shared that attitude? 
 
KH:  Yes.  I don’t know of any—I suppose there were a few—but most people at that 
point wanted some sea duty.  They wanted to get out and get at ‘em. 
 
TS:  As opposed to staying stateside? 
 
KH:  Right.  I’m sure there were some that wanted to be stateside and finagle to get 
there.  But the majority wanted sea duty. 
 
TS:  Yourself included? 
 
KH:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
TS:  Keith, how big is an LSM? 
 
KH:  The LSM is, I can remember exactly, it’s 212 feet long.  I don’t remember the 
beam, but it had to be about sixty feet.  It was not a big ship, but it had a lot of power.  
It had considerable break horsepower, shaft horsepower. 
 
TS:  How many knots could she do? 
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KH:  Wide open, let’s see—I think she would get up to about fourteen or fifteen.  
Those ships, Thomas, were built with a blunt nose.  They didn’t cut the water, they 
beat it.  It wouldn’t go very fast. 
 
TS:  Were they sturdy or stable in weather? 
 
KH:  Yes, pretty good, for a flat-bottomed ship.  The awful one—I was on an LST 
some.  I never tried handling one, but they were terrible in wind and all that.  A lot of 
freeboard, and they didn’t have as much horsepower as an LSM.  They were hard to 
handle, but they did a whale of a job.  Yes, they did. 
 
TS:  Did you go through the Panama Canal on your way to the Pacific? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  Was this early 1944 by now? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  What was the first stop you made with the LSM-80? 
 
KH:  I think—yes, we went through the Canal up to San Diego, the fleet base at San 
Diego.  And then to the Pacific. 
 
TS:  Now from our conversation earlier, you spent a lot of the rest of 1944 and early 
1945 transporting men and material around most of the Pacific. 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  What’s one of the more memorable voyages you can recall? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Well, I don’t know… yes… the trip from Hawaii down to Espiritu Santo 
[New Hebrides, now Vanuatu]: we crossed the Equator, so then you become a 
shellback.  You change from a pollywog to a shellback and you go through the 
initiation.  You get the daylights beat out of you, is about it (both laugh). 
 
TS:  Is that pretty typical for a Navy crew? 
 
KH:  Oh yes, as far as I know.  Our crew was relatively green.  We had about six or 
eight old-timers, and most of the crew had not had sea duty.  It was amazing how 
well they adapted, how within a couple months that was a functioning crew.  They 
learned fast.  But we had some Army guys on board, all of whom had been across the 
Equator.  So they put on the initiation.  They worked us over; shaved your head, oh, 
it was a mess. 
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TS:  What other kinds of things were part of this process? 
 
KH:  Oh, blast you with a fire hose; paddles; it was probably kind of like a fraternity 
initiation.  But then you became a member of the “ancient order of the deep.” 
 
TS:  And was it your turn then the next time you were on a crew with a bunch of 
green guys to dish out the same? 
 
KH:  Ohhh, yes.  Yes.  That’s what happened.  Next batch.  And then later I joined the 
“realm of the gold dragon,” where you cross the Equator where the International 
Date Line intersects.  There aren’t too many get that, but we did that one time, we 
crossed there.  But of course that was part of it—once you became a shellback, then 
you got to whale the daylights out of the pollywogs. 
 
TS:  (laughs) So what goes around comes around, right? 
 
KH:  That’s about right, that’s about right.  It was all in good spirits.  The captain of 
the ship had been across, so he was Neptunus Rex. 
 
TS:  King Neptune? 
 
KH:  Yes, King Neptune.  But it was all good fun.  I don’t know of anybody, Thomas, 
who went through that that had hard feelings toward it.  Part of the game. 
 
TS:  Throughout the more than a year that you were with this ship, did your crew 
pretty much stay the same? 
 
KH:  Yes.  There was literally no turnover.  One fellow had chronic seasickness so 
bad that we transferred him to a shore base at the advice of the medical people.  I’m 
sure it was a good idea.  And one guy had some severe family troubles, and we sent 
him back—the chaplain corps and all interceded—we sent him back.  He never 
caught up with us.  He didn’t get out of the service, he just didn’t get back.  But other 
than that, we had the same people. 
 
TS:  How would you describe the morale on your ship? 
 
KH:  Quite good—yes, quite good. 
 
TS:  Did there seem to be anybody who didn’t really fit in? 
 
KH:  One or two.  We had one poor guy, I can’t remember his name, but he had a lot 
of fear.  Whenever they were shooting anti-aircraft guns he was scared to death.  Of 
course, it was too bad, because the crew would kind of ride him, and they’d bang a 
helmet against the gun tub—“Oh, we got hit, Sam,” or something like that.  They 
really hazed him all the time.  But most of the guys, they fit in like a glove, but there 
were one or two like that, yes. 
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TS:  As an officer—you were an officer here, right, Keith? 
 
KH:  By then I was, yes. 
 
TS:  How were your interactions with the enlisted men? 
 
KH:  Got along real good.  I never had any trouble.  I was head of the engineering 
division at first, and I had a good bunch.  No problem.  I did have one guy—oh, one 
guy was a little bit (laughs)… he was an inveterate gambler, and he was always 
rooking his buddies.  I used to chew him on that, a little.  And he liked to drink.  He 
found a way of making some kind of liquor out of raisins.  He stole all the raisins and 
the prunes from the cook.  He managed to get some.  I remember our skipper was a 
staunch Southern Baptist, and he didn’t like that.  He didn’t know, but he told me 
once, “You know, I think McDaniels has been drinking, but I know he couldn’t have.”  
I thought to myself, “Yes, he could’ve.”  That was the only problem, and he was 
actually quite a capable guy.  No, I didn’t have any real bad trouble.  Later, I became 
exec, and then of course I had to handle all the discipline problems pretty much. 
 
[1, A, 277] 
 
TS:  Did discipline problems arise? 
 
KH:  Not much.  We never had anything more serious than a Captain’s Mast, which is 
very minor.  The guy usually ends up forfeiting some pay.  I think you can get busted 
in rate, like from a first-class petty officer down to a second-class.  I think we did 
have one like that, but that was very minor—never a summary court-martial, or 
general court-martial. 
 
TS:  Did having a small crew help with that, keeping kind of a family, community 
kind of affair? 
 
KH:  I think so, yes.  The officers had their own mess, their own living quarters.  But 
they interchanged, like sitting around playing cards—they interacted a lot. 
 
TS:  The ship was not that big, so you really couldn’t go too far from each other? 
 
KH:  No, that’s right.  Not like an aircraft carrier, which is immense, and you can have 
two different worlds on there.  Ours was very informal. 
 
TS:  On kind of a side note, how would you describe the food in the Navy? 
 
KH:  Overall, it was excellent.  Now, on our ship, due to the limitations of space, our 
food was kind of blah now and then.  Actually, the cook did a whale of a good job 
with what he had.  Sometimes we got stuck with Australian mutton, and nobody 
liked it too well, but he did the best he could with it.  The food was always 
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nourishing.  I always said if everybody ate what they were given, even on a small 
ship, they’d be healthy.  Good healthy diet.  On the big ships, of course, the food was 
sometimes quite lush.  And then on big bases, like Little Creek and all, San Diego, the 
food was very good.  There you had big kitchens and that—excellent food. 
 
TS:  With all the travels that you ship made, did you come under enemy fire ever? 
 
KH:  Yes, at Okinawa [in 1945] 
 
TS:  Was that the only time? 
 
KH:  No, at the Philippines, too [in 1944].  The kamikaze stuff started in the 
Philippines; they didn’t hit us, but I saw them hit the big ships. 
 
TS:  They were close enough to you to see? 
 
KH:  Oh, you bet.  And at Okinawa, they hit one that wasn’t more than a hundred—
oh, maybe half a city block away.  They hit, I think it was the cruiser Birmingham.  
Boy they hit that thing hard.  So, that was the main enemy action that we endured. 
 
TS:  Did your ship have any kind of anti-aircraft guns? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  We had a 40mm on the bow.  Later they were twinned—we had a 
single one, but later they were equipped with twin forties.  Then we had 20mm guns 
in gun tubs along the superstructure deck.  We had four of those.  They were pretty 
effective, too.  Later, when we were in the Hawaiian Islands, they welded a bunch of 
.50 caliber machine guns.  But we had quite a bit of—we could put up pretty good 
little blasts.  I don’t know if we ever shot anybody down, Thomas.  I saw several go 
down, and I always like to think that we had a part in it.  Everybody was shooting at 
them, you know. 
 
TS:  Could you describe what it was like at Okinawa there, seeing hostile Japanese 
planes coming in.  What goes through a guy’s mind? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Every comment that I can remember was, “Get with it, and try to get 
those bastards.”  That was about it.  Actually, at a time like that, you don’t sit around 
worrying, at least I never did.  You concentrate on what you’re doing. 
 
TS:  Isn’t fear present at times like that? 
 
KH:  Nope.  There wasn’t, as far as I could see.  It’s probably a different thing if you’re 
an infantry outfit in a foxhole, and you’re attacking another group that’s dug in.  
That’s, I’m sure, a different ballgame.  But in the Navy it’s a little more distant.  
Although at Okinawa, they did have swimmers trying to blow up the ships, so it got a 
little sticky that way.  But I don’t remember ever being really scared—too busy. 
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TS:  Was there scuttlebutt among your enlisted men, worrying about kamikaze 
attacks? 
 
KH:  They never seemed to worry.  One thing of course, Thomas: a little ship like 
ours would not be the target, deliberate target, of a kamikaze.  They were trying to 
hit stuff like cruisers, APAs, big transports.  We had a bunch of old battleships at 
Okinawa, too, but they never did get hit.  There were some that were dredged up 
from Pearl Harbor and refitted, and they were excellent gun platforms.  But to my 
knowledge, none of them ever got hit.  They were—carriers, any big ship, was a 
target for kamikazes. 
 
TS:  Much more so than a ship like yours? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  Destroyers, too.  The destroyers took quite a beating.  In fact, there was 
one time at Okinawa, I think the Navy casualties exceeded the Army’s, because of 
that kamikaze stuff. 
 
TS:  Really? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes, we lost a lot of people.  A lot of people.  When they hit the cruiser near 
us, the Birmingham I think, they lost about twenty guys right there—boom.  That 
was the biggest hazard at that time, because the Japanese, after the first hours of the 
invasion, were driven way back.  They couldn’t do much about working the beach 
over in the harbor.  They didn’t have the stuff for it.  Of course, there the old 
battleships came into play.  They were just a darn good floating gun platform.  I can 
remember we were anchored right near them and they fired all night long, shell 
after shell.  And the Army guys told me, that’s some of the best artillery they ever 
saw. 
 
TS:  Those were 16-inch guns? 
 
KH:  Yes.  Those old 16-inch and those old battleships.  He said at one part there they 
were having trouble and they just pulled back and let the old battleship work it over.  
He said they changed the geography. 
 
TS:  What’s it like, seeing or hearing those guns go off? 
 
KH:  It’s awful loud.  They had a lot of muzzle flash, too.  I used to sit up and watch it, 
but I had to get a little sleep, too.  Quite a process. 
 
TS:  At times when you were under fire, or in stressful situations like this, with 
kamikazes flying around, were there guys who weren’t up to the stress? 
 
KH:  Well, we didn’t have anybody that cracked, so to speak, no.  I’m sure, Thomas, 
that some of the guys, like on those destroyers that got hit so hard: they were out on 
picket duty between Okinawa and Japan, and they got hit first.  I’m sure some of 
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those guys must have had a lot of problems with it.  They were under attack so 
much.  But we weren’t.  Of course we always knew—you had all that flak that went 
up, and all that stuff was falling back down, and a number of people got banged up 
from that.  We always knew they could be going at a big ship and miss it and hit us, 
but I don’t think anybody dwelled on it too much. 
 
TS:  Among the crew, was the consumption of alcohol or drugs a concern for you? 
 
KH:  No.  Nope.  I never had any trouble—well, like I said, we had this guy making 
some stuff out of raisins and all that.  But that was very minor.  And of course, I 
suppose there was some beer that got slipped on the ship, but it didn’t create any 
problems.  There wasn’t a drug problem back in those days.  Sometimes there was—
now, all the first-aid kits on the gun tubs had morphine syrettes—where you would 
shoot it in the guy, and the idea was that it would help combat shock, which killed a 
lot of people.  With morphine, you would maybe get him by that first hour, that was 
the purpose of it, because shock is very dangerous.  We never had any trouble with 
our crew (laughs) stealing them and using them, but there was times when we were 
tied up to some merchant ship—they sometimes had kind of a skuzzy— 
 
End of Side A.  Side B begins at counter 000. 
 
TS:  So the merchant ships? 
 
KH:  Yes.  We would check after we’d been there and find that some of the syrettes 
were gone.  We were pretty sure that they had taken them.  The pharmacist’s mate 
had to re-supply—that’s one thing we always did very carefully: watch all our stuff 
on the life rafts and the gun tubs to be sure it was all supplied like it should be. 
 
TS:  Was that easier to do on a smaller ship? 
 
KH:  Oh, I think so.  One other thing: we had a first-class electrician who was very 
capable, but he somehow got a hold of some medical alcohol, and I think he 
convinced some supply officer he needed it to work on the gyro compass.  Anyhow, 
he had this stash of that, and he got a little drunk a few times.  We never disciplined 
him, but I gave him a good talking to.  The problem, Thomas, was very, very minor. 
 
TS:  What about the times when you were in port?  Did guys get liberty? 
 
KH:  (laughs) There weren’t many places we went where liberty would mean much. 
 
TS:  Mostly just Navy bases and stuff like that? 
 
KH:  Yes.  Most of those places, any of them: Kwajelein, Eniwetok, Leyte Gulf.  I 
suppose if you were there long enough at Leyte Gulf, you could’ve found some 
liberty with the Filipinos, but for the most part, there was nothing to do.  Oh, they 
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used to have softball games on shore.  And they’d issue beer, each guy would get two 
cans of beer, maybe three.  They’d have kind of a picnic, and a ballgame. 
 
TS:  But it couldn’t legally be brought back on ship, could it? 
 
KH:  No.  Some probably slipped through, but not much.  As far as liberty, like the 
guys consider it, going to night clubs and bars and all that—girls.  Until you got to 
Japan, then…  And of course, everyone was always hoping to get sent to Australia.  
We never did, but some did—they got liberty down there for a week, or something 
like that.  That, or until we got to Japan, as far as the liberty that a sailor would like, 
there wasn’t any. 
 
TS:  Keith, your ship did not participate at Iwo Jima [in 1945] but you were at 
Okinawa, which was right prior to V-J Day [in August 1945].  You also mentioned 
that, at the end of 1945, your ship was stationed in Japan as part of the occupation 
forces. 
 
KH:  Yes.  In fact, Thomas, when we took the Fifth Marines in there—we brought 
them from Hawaii—I think somebody figured we were probably the first ship to 
touch the dock at Sasebo [a port city in southern Japan]. 
 
TS:  So that must have been in August of 1945? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  Could we talk a little bit about that experience of being in Japan?  What were 
your impressions of that country immediately after V-J Day? 
 
KH:  Well, it was a pretty country.  The people were quite subdued at that point, the 
Japanese.  As far as I know, the part we were in was occupied mostly by the Second 
Marine Division, which ran a very tight operation.  The first week they gathered up 
all the arms they could lay their hands on.  In fact, I think we helped them one time.  
We loaded all that stuff on a ship and took it out about five miles and dumped it all 
overboard.  So, they disarmed those people pretty thoroughly.  Of course, Japan, I 
don’t think, ever had the average household of guns like in this country.  The 
Japanese police cooperated quite good.  I used to go with another guy from another 
ship—he had a Jeep that he stole somewhere, and we’d go in and drive around.  You 
wanted to find someplace, you asked the local policeman—a lot of them knew some 
English.  It was pretty good. 
 
TS:  Did guys get liberty or shore leave there in Japan? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes. 
 
TS:  How’d they make use of their time? 
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KH:  (laughs) Usually drinking.  I don’t know, I suppose some of them went 
sightseeing.  But the bulk of them, Thomas, just liked to go in and whoop it up a 
little. 
 
TS:  Were there problems with the local population, or was it mostly just drinking 
and coming back to the ship? 
 
KH:  That’s about it.  I don’t think they ever got into a fight with the Japanese 
(laughs).  There were constant things between Marines on liberty and sailors on 
liberty.  There always is—there is in San Diego or San Francisco, and there would be 
in Nagasaki or Kagoshima.  They just tangled now and then. 
 
TS:  Just a service rivalry? 
 
KH:  Yes, that’s right.  We had a very good shore patrol, which is the Navy police.  
And the Marines had their Military Police.  They handled that stuff very well. 
 
TS:  What about fraternization with women?  In Germany there was initially a policy 
to discourage fraternization.  What did you observe in Japan? 
 
KH:  I don’t think they even tried.  They probably knew from the experience in 
Germany that it didn’t work.  The boys were going to go find the girls.  So, I don’t 
know of any real effort to stop it.  There were geisha places, entertaining bar girls, 
and all that. 
 
TS:  From your time on board the ship, what would you describe as your worst 
moment of all the voyages you made? 
 
KH:  Well, I never got seasick.  I guess, I can’t think of any real bad ones, Thomas.  I 
remember I had to start learning navigation, and do the navigating, and the first few 
times I got some awful results.  But the older officer, in place of chewing me out, he 
said, “Well, we better work on that a little more.”  That of course, and oh—the first 
time I had to come alongside another ship.  I bent some plates, I kind of screwed it 
up.  I was the officer on the deck.  The captain said, “Well, you’ve got to learn it 
sooner or later, so go ahead.”  I thought I did terrible, but he said, “I think I did worse 
than that my first time.”  He was a great ship-handler, I learned a lot from him.  He 
was a top-rate sailor. 
 
TS:  Was it tough to handle ships at close quarters like that? 
 
KH:  After you’ve done it a while, Thomas, it’s not.  I got so I was very good at it.  In 
fact, the last six months I was there, the captain didn’t like putting down his book 
and going up, so I did the whole thing always.  I did all the landing, beaching, tying 
up… I didn’t mind it—kind of liked it. 
 
TS:  That was one of your duties on board—you must have had a lot of others? 
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KH:  Navigation, oh, on a little ship like that, you have to do censoring—an 
obnoxious job, censoring people’s mail. 
 
TS:  So you had to open people’s mail? 
 
KH:  Yes.  The outgoing mail.  It was carried to kind of ridiculous degrees, because 
there wasn’t anything in all of the time that would have mattered.  But we had to go 
through it.  I hated reading other people’s letters. 
 
TS:  That was one of the requirements, though? 
 
KH:  Yes.  Then we’d black, cut stuff out.  That was one job you had that you didn’t 
like.  Then of course you had a four-hour watch, you had a log to write up.  I used to 
get up to do star sites—to do navigation you had to get up at daybreak to do that.  It 
was just an accumulation of jobs. 
 
TS:  Did you have what you’d call an average day, or was every day different? 
 
KH:  Underway, in a long stretch from, say, the Philippines to the Hawaiian Islands, 
every day was just like the other, unless you got bad weather.  Otherwise, you just 
ground mile after mile.  Every mile looked like the next one.  It was monotonous.  
That’s where you were lucky if you were an ardent reader, because we were 
supplied very well with books.  A reader or a card player—that’s the way you’d pass 
the time. 
 
TS:  Yes, you were only doing, tops, fifteen knots—it would take you a long time to 
go from the Philippines to Hawaii, wouldn’t it? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Yes—not fast, that’s for sure. 
 
TS:  Keith, did you typically travel in convoys? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  All during the war we went in convoys.  After the war, that’s when they 
had that awful thing happen with that cruiser that got sunk. 
 
TS:  The Indianapolis? 
 
KH:  Yes.  That was bad—that thing should never have happened.  There should 
have been a destroyer along with that. 
 
TS:  There was no escort? 
 
KH:  No, no.  That was stupid.  The Navy’s done some stupid stuff—well, all the 
military at one time or another—and that was one of their big boo-boos.  During the 
war we didn’t have any trouble.  We were in convoy, and they always had the 
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amphibs and transports, which were going slower.  Then the destroyers kept 
circling around like watchdogs. 
 
TS:  They could make faster speed than you guys? 
 
KH:  Oh, they could go thirty knots or so. 
 
TS:  Twice as fast? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  They could really move.  We never did get attacked in any of the 
convoys we were in.  I don’t think the Japanese had anything comparable to the 
German U-boats as far as that goes.  I know the destroyers—I remember them depth 
charging, and they thought they’d found something.  But it wasn’t like the Atlantic 
convoys. 
 
TS:  So there was a sense of security in convoys, then? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  I always hated it, though, when I had the duty.  You were always 
following another ship close, and you had to constantly watch to see if his wake 
stopped coming up, which would mean he’s stopped.  You don’t want to have a rear-
ender; you had to really be on the stick. 
 
TS:  On board your ship, which had a crew of four or five officers and fifty-five men, 
you say? 
 
KH:  Fifty.  Or fifty-five. 
 
TS:  Were there any minorities—blacks or Hispanics? 
 
KH:  The steward’s mates were the only ones.  The only blacks. 
 
TS:  And how many of them were there? 
 
KH:  There was just one on our ship.  He took care of the officer’s mess. 
 
TS:  So as an officer, he took care of you, too? 
 
KH:  Yes, that’s right. 
 
TS:  How was his interaction with the officers and with the crew? 
 
KH:  Well, let’s see.  This guy came from the deep South, this black man.  Two of the 
officers were Southerners, and they treated him very well.  I did, I always—the 
Northerners—I’d say he got along pretty good, he seemed pretty happy.  Nobody 
gave him any hard time or tried to put him down.  He was a very good worker, but 
like you say, he was limited to that one thing. 
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TS:  And he was by himself as a black on that ship? 
 
KH:  Yes.  He had to spend a lot of time by himself. 
 
TS:  He was enlisted? 
 
KH:  Actually, he had a rate—I think back then the rates would go up as far as chief 
steward.  He was second-class petty officer.  So he got decent pay. 
 
TS:  When there was liberty, or when you had any kind of shore time in any port, did 
he interact with other guys? 
 
KH:  Yeah, he’d go out with them.  There were one or two of the guys who were 
buddies of his.  But it wasn’t as pleasant socially as it would be for a white. 
 
TS:  And what do you mean by that? 
 
KH:  As far as having pals to play cards with, go on liberty with, go out drinking and 
all that.  It was just limited.  Now on the big ship, Thomas, where they maybe had a 
couple dozen blacks, they probably had a pretty good time.  They’d probably go by 
themselves, though.  Things were strictly segregated at that time. 
 
TS:  Also it sound like some self-segregation—even if there was a common location 
to go play softball or get beer, that they would choose to remain on their own. 
 
KH:  That’s kind of the way it is—the way it was at that point.  I’m sure it’s far 
different now. 
 
[1, B, 216] 
 
TS:  What about women in uniform—did you come into official contact with any 
women in uniform during your time in the service? 
 
KH:  Yes.  There were WAVE officers at Pearl Harbor.  Incidentally, we didn’t get paid 
hardly ever.  So when we got to a place like that we’d take all the pay records in, and 
get our men some money.  I remember I went months without drawing any pay.  
You had a stash from gambling or whatever.  Now and then you’d hit a place with a 
paymaster and you’d draw some money.  Otherwise you’d just leave it on the books.  
And that’s where this one lady officer, she was a pay lady—we always used to call 
her the pay lady—we’d go in with all our stuff, and she’d get us paid.  (pauses three 
seconds) That was probably my only contact, a few in her office, with WAVES.  They 
were just starting it back then, but before I was done there were quite a few WAVES 
on duty. 
Oh, and Navy nurses, too.  On Guam, they had a little party one time, and 
there were some Navy nurses there.  So we saw some nurses there.  Navy nurses 
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and WAVES were it.  But I’m trying to think—something kind of weird happened.  
Well, it’ll come to me. 
 
TS:  Did you notice more women in uniform when you left the Navy than when you 
started? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes—oh, I was going to tell you: When we picked up a ship at Houston, 
when our ship was almost done, there was an old full lieutenant—he’d come up 
through the ranks, what you called a “mustang”—and he was a tough old boy, but he 
sure knew stuff.  He taught us a lot of good stuff.  And he had this office, and he had 
two WAVES working for him, and a couple of enlisted yeoman.  Now he’d been in the 
Navy a long time, he was probably close to fifty—and when the war came along they 
commissioned him.  He knew a lot; he was very good.  He didn’t like the new setup.  
He didn’t like having the WAVES.  He was telling me one day, “Ahh, you can’t have it.  
I was used to having men under me, and when they screwed up or made a mistake 
I’d chew them out and all that.  That happened with these two girls I got, and they 
started to cry; I felt like a dirty dog.  That’s not the way the Navy should be!”  He 
never changed, I’m sure (laughs). 
 
TS:  Well, he had lots of years in the Navy already. 
 
KH:  Oh, I’m sure as soon as the war was over he retired.  In fact, he would have been 
retired if the war hadn’t come along.  There were a lot of them like that.  They made 
them hang on and some they called back out of retirement.  They were very capable; 
these people had a lot of background.  Especially in the artificer rates: ship fitters, 
machinists, all that.  Very valuable. 
 
TS:  You can’t train those people overnight, can you? 
 
KH:  Oh, no.  Some of those guys were the greatest mechanics in the world.  Really, 
they did fantastic stuff.  But they’d acquired that over twenty years, or fifteen years.  
Some more than that.  Some close to thirty. 
 
TS:  You mentioned a few moments ago something about Guam.  What was the story 
about going to Guam, or being there for something? 
 
KH:  I can’t remember exactly.  Well, the Seabees [Navy construction units] at Guam 
built a lot of nice recreational facilities.  Guam was a nice place to stop.  We stopped 
there several times.  The climate was beautiful. 
 
TS:  Moving onto another subject, about people who may have had an impact on you 
at this time.  Was there a person, a fellow officer or enlisted— 
 
KH:  I guess as much impact as anybody made was our CO [commanding officer].  He 
was from an old Southern family, his name was Preston Calhoun Westmoreland III.  
All his forebears had fought with the Confederacy.  A true Southern gentleman.  He 
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was a full lieutenant, and he’d been on destroyers.  As far as I’m concerned, he was 
one of the best sailors in the Navy.  He taught me a lot.  Wes was not a very happy 
guy—he was kind of moody and all that.  But I spent a lot of time talking to him, and 
I learned a lot from him.  I found out he died about a year ago.  I was hoping that 
he’d come to one of these reunions, and our exec, Fox, he’s quite a well-to-do guy, he 
spent probably hundreds of dollars trying to run Westmoreland down.  He had 
investigators look so we could invite him to these things.  He’s kind of the sparkplug 
that got our guys coming to these reunions.  He finally found him, but by then he’d 
passed away.  He talked to his second wife, his widow.  I’d like to have seen him 
again. 
 
TS:  Did you ever see him after the war? 
 
KH:  No, not once.  I think he stayed in the Navy maybe another year or two, and 
after that he went down East, from what I hear.  Never saw him again. 
 
TS:  Did you encounter any civilians who made an impact on you while you were in 
the service? 
 
KH:  We never did get to see too many civilians.  (pauses three seconds) No, I can’t 
think of any, Thomas. 
 
TS:  How about an enlisted person on your ship who was, in your opinion, a good 
guy? 
 
KH:  Oh—there were several, there were several.  This one that I’m telling you about 
from West Virginia, he was a real interesting guy.  He was older than the rest of us.  
He was a wild one, but he was a good one.  Good petty officer.  I was always 
impressed with the Southerners—you didn’t always agree with them, but they took 
to soldiering.  That’s why the Civil War lasted as long as it did.  They were just darn 
good military people.  We had some good petty officers on that ship. 
 
TS:  All in all, were you pleased with the crew of your ship? 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
TS:  Keith, was there a certain amount of status being on an LSM?  Was that 
considered to be a good ship to be on, or not? 
 
KH:  Yes, I think it was.  You know, a lot of guys, Thomas, liked being on a smaller 
ship.  You got to do more.  I had friends who ended up on an aircraft carrier, and I’d 
go talk to them—a lot of times, if you were an ensign, or a [LT]JG, you were just kind 
of an office boy.  You’d end up doing all the mail censoring, and all that kind of junk.  
Lousy duty.  You never got near the bridge to do anything.  On a small ship, you got 
to do all that stuff. 
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TS:  Yes, you’ve mentioned half a dozen things that you’d do in the course of a day. 
 
KH:  Yes, sure.  Ship-handling, all that stuff.  A lot of guys preferred small ships.  I did.  
I never did apply for transfer.  Well, I applied for transfer to submarines a number of 
times, but I never got it.  I don’t think anybody got moved out of the amphibs 
because of the way the operations was going. 
 
TS:  Because they needed people there? 
 
KH:  They needed them, yes. 
 
TS:  You said you thought about sub service? 
 
KH:  Yes.  I don’t think I would have made it.  After I talked to some of the 
submariners, I think I’d probably have had a little trouble with claustrophobia. 
 
TS:  Those boats in the war were small ones. 
 
KH:  Yes.  They screened you pretty carefully.  I don’t think I would’ve made it.  But I 
wanted to give it a try anyhow.  When we’d be back in Honolulu, they kept those 
submariners in the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, and they lived real well.  But of course 
they put up with some long, hard trips.  They’d tell you all about their stuff; I always 
liked talking with those guys.  Always did. 
 
TS:  You mentioned that censoring mail was one of the things you had to do on 
occasion.  How did you stay in touch with family and loved ones? 
 
[1, B, 320] 
 
KH:  V-mail. 
 
TS:  Were you a regular letter writer? 
 
KH:  Pretty good, yes.  I wrote home fairly often—I wrote my wife, I wrote my 
mother, my aunt… my biological dad, I used to write him a letter now and then… my 
step-dad—yeah, I did a pretty good job of it. 
 
TS:  Did you get mail in return? 
 
KH: (laughs) Now and then.  Oh, yes, they were good about writing me, but you’d go 
for weeks without any mail.  Then all of a sudden, you’d get someplace—they had a 
fantastic way of holding it—they knew a ship was going to be someplace, and they’d 
get them their mail.  Really well done.  So you’d get someplace, and you’d have 
maybe about a dozen letters.  That was always nice.  Oh, and speaking of getting 
paid: now and then we’d hit some base out in the Pacific, way out, where they had a 
paymaster.  I can remember this one, we got paid by him a couple times.  This officer 
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had a big beard, a beautiful beard.  He’d come and sit down, and he’d put a .45 pistol 
on the table with all these piles of money.  You’d come up, and you’d fill out your 
chit, and you wanted to draw 150 bucks.  “There you are, here you go, sign here.”  
That’s the way we got paid. 
 
TS:  This guy had a stack of money and he just dished it out depending on what you 
were supposed to get? 
 
KH:  Dished it out, yes. 
 
TS:  Was the temptation to leave that money in the account because there was 
nowhere to spend it? 
 
KH:  (laughs) That’s about it.  There was absolutely no place to spend it. 
 
TS:  How come guys drew their pay, then? 
 
KH:  To play cards.  They’d get cleaned out at the card game and they’d go and draw 
some at the next chance. 
 
TS:  And get cleaned out again probably. 
 
KH:  Yes, there were some terrible guys at gambling.  They were always getting 
victimized.  I used to play poker, pretty heavy stakes.  There’d be another ship, we’d 
tie up with them and get a game going.  Sometimes the game—one time things were 
quiet, and the game last from seven o’clock in the evening until noon the next day. 
 
TS:  My gosh—did you win or lose that day? 
 
KH:  I can’t remember.  Overall I came out pretty good on poker.  But as far as 
drawing money just for recreation, I don’t think anybody ever did.  They’d usually 
draw it just to have a card game or something. 
 
TS:  Were there ever any hard feelings about card games? 
 
KH:  No, none in my group.  You figured, okay, you lose it, get some more later.  
People didn’t worry about money too much then.  Now, a few years later, when 
you’d come back and started living civilian life, I’m sure that getting laced for a 
couple hundred dollars would be kind of bad.  But back then you didn’t think 
anything of it. 
 
TS:  How important was mail to the sailors on board your ship? 
 
KH:  Quite important.  I’d say it was a big morale factor. 
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TS:  In both a positive and negative sense? 
 
KH:  Well, anytime we hit a place where we could pick up mail, everybody seemed 
happier for a few days afterwards.  I’m sure that’s one reason they had it organized 
so well.  I was amazed how they got mail to us sometimes. 
 
TS:  Did you get news out there? 
 
KH:  Oh yes.  We could listen—well, of course we always used to listen to Tokyo 
Rose.  That used to be a riot, too.  We’d listen to her—I know at Okinawa she was 
telling about several ships that they had sunk, and I could look out and see them 
sitting there.  But we got a kind of small, condensed version of Time magazine—the 
Red Cross sent that out to us.  We got pretty well informed. 
 
TS:  Keith, did you make lasting contacts during your time in the service?  People 
you kept in touch with afterwards. 
 
KH:  Yes, about three or four.  We kept in contact.  There’s only one of them alive yet, 
down to one of them.  He’s in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
TS:  Do you see each other occasionally? 
 
KH:  At these reunions.  But we write back and forth in the meantime. 
 
TS:  Did your ship have reunions pretty much right after the war? 
 
KH:  No, it wasn’t until—well, I don’t think any of those smaller ships had reunions, 
Thomas.  The big ones did.  Carriers, battleships, cruisers—they had reunions.  In 
fact, Navy Times had big lists of when they were and who to contact.  The LSMs, what 
they started doing—it was about ten years ago, I guess—some guy got the idea of 
having reunions for all people who served on LSMs.  Now that involved quite a few 
thousand people, a lot of people.  So they started having them, and I didn’t learn 
about it until—let’s see, I’ve been to three of them.  But Fox, the exec, got them on 
my trail somehow.  They sent me a letter, and then I started going.  Otherwise, I’d 
never have known about it. 
 
TS:  Why do you go? 
 
KH:  Because, because I like to see the old— 
 
End of Tape 1.  Tape 2, Side A begins at counter 000. 
 
TS:  This is tape 2, side A of the interview with Keith Hansen on the 26th of October, 
2001. 
There’s a lot of guys who aren’t interested in those kinds of reunions, aren’t 
there, Keith? 
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KH:  Yes, oh yes.  Well, it happens all over.  Some guy was telling me he went to a 
high school where there were about seventy in the graduating class, and they had 
reunions periodically.  Some guy would come all the way from Hawaii or 
somewhere.  He said there were some of these dodos who lived a mile out of town 
who have never been to one of them.  They just didn’t care.  So there’s always people 
like that.  This bunch from the LSMs, I can tell you at this last reunion—there all 
about eighty now, and they have a great old time.  They like it. 
 
TS:  What do you think it provides for people? 
 
KH:  Reminiscing, camaraderie, whatever.  I can tell from talking to them, that for 
some of those guys that’s one of the big events of the year.  They pack up momma 
and the whole thing and come two or three days early and stay two or three days 
later.  It’s their vacation. 
 
TS:  So it’s real important for a lot of guys? 
 
KH:  Absolutely.  I don’t get into it like that, but I do enjoy being there. 
 
TS:  Is your reunion the same place every year? 
 
KH:  No.  I’ve been to one in San Diego, and Louisville, Kentucky, and Washington, 
D.C., and Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
TS:  Pretty much West Coast, East Coast, and the middle. 
 
KH:  They hop it around, yes. 
 
TS:  Let me jump to the last topic here: one question is about when President 
Roosevelt died in April 1945.  Do you remember getting that news? 
 
KH:  Oh yes. 
 
TS:  How did you react to that? 
 
KH:  Everybody felt bad.  That’s the first time I got to vote, you had to be twenty-one 
then—so Roosevelt’s last time was the first chance I had to vote.  I voted for him.  I 
think the military had voted for him like 80% or 90%.  There was a lot of sadness.  
FDR was popular with the troops. 
 
TS:  On board your ship, too, the reactions of the enlisted men was about the same? 
 
KH:  Yes.  The black steward’s mate sat down and cried.  Feeling was pretty strong 
with some of those folks, but everybody was kind of taken down by it, Thomas.  
FDR—I think he was quite a good leader.  He made some mistakes; I don’t think he 
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should’ve run for office the last time, because he was too sick.  But I’ve got to hand it 
to him: he did a lot of good stuff, a lot of good stuff. 
 
TS:  Keith, what do you remember about V-E Day in May of 1945? 
 
KH:  Well, we really didn’t get a lot of information on it right away.  Not right away.  
By then, I was—I forget when I was cleared for top-secret stuff, but I was before I 
left, and I’d get a hold of stuff like that.  It wasn’t promulgated very far.  It was kind 
of limited.  I’d read all that stuff over.  One of our officers was custodian, and he’d 
have to lock it all up.  Then we’d have to destroy it, with two or three of us watching 
it burn.  That was another one of those dirty little chores, like censoring mail.  I can 
remember when they invaded Europe, we all wanted to know more about it.  Finally 
stuff started coming through. 
 
TS:  So when the Germans surrendered, what impact did that make on you? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Was glad to hear it.  Glad to hear it.  That’s about all.  Now we’re 
making headway.  And then, we were almost certain that we were going to have to 
invade Japan at that time, which would have been a formidable task—awful.  The 
losses on both sides would have been huge.  I got to see that after we were 
occupying Japan, how they had dug into all these hills, and oh, it would have been 
terrible.  That’s why some of these yo-yos that were, “Oh, we should never have 
bombed Japan” (sarcastically)—huh—they weren’t out there with that job ahead of 
them.  I was. 
 
TS:  Here you mean the atomic bombs? 
 
KH:  Yes, the atomic bombs.  That ended it.  Nobody expected that, either.  That must 
have been kept under wraps pretty good, because all of a sudden it happened, and it 
was over.  We looked for, oh, I don’t know how many more years and casualties.  
That’s when that West Virginian boatswain’s mate, that petty officer, said, “God, 
what will they think of next?” 
 
TS:  Were the feelings on the crew, not just yourself, pretty positive about using 
atomic bombs to end this war? 
 
KH:  Yes—I don’t know of anybody who would’ve said, “No, we shouldn’t do it.” 
 
TS:  How about the reaction to V-J Day?  Did that make more of an impact than 
hearing that the Germans had surrendered? 
 
KH:  Oh yes.  Yes it did. 
 
TS:  Was that announced right away? 
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KH:  Yes.  I can remember: I was on duty.  It came through at night, where we were.  
We were on our way to—I think we were heading back toward Hawaii.  We were 
out at sea I know.  It came through on the radio.  The radio man of course was all 
excited, he ran all over the ship.  Yes. 
 
TS:  How did the guys react when the news started being passed around? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Well, let’s see, V-J Day—it was night.  I was officer of the deck.  They 
went and got all the Very pistol flares and fired them up in the air.  They were signal 
flares.  They shot up all kinds of stuff, and I said, “Yeah, go ahead.” 
 
TS:  So the first place you landed after V-J Day was Honolulu? 
 
KH:  I don’t know if we went to Honolulu first, I can’t remember.  But we went to 
Hilo, on the island of Hawaii, to pick up part of the Fifth Marine Division to take back 
for occupation duty.  (pauses five seconds) That was after that big night when we 
shot everything up.  A fun night. 
 
TS:  How would you describe your emotions here? 
 
KH:  Very relieved.  And of course we were all looking to get back home.  My oldest 
son was almost two years old before I saw him.  So, I think we were pretty happy. 
 
TS:  Now, saying you were anxious to get home—did you have leave to the States 
before you went back to Japan? 
 
KH:  No.  You hardly ever—see, that’s the thing that’s different from now, with 
rotation, and all that stuff.  You went out there and you stayed until it was over. 
 
TS:  How did this impact you own morale, then?  Because you were in Japan for 
probably six months after the war ended? 
 
KH:  Yes.  You had to have a certain number of points, officers did.  Enlisted people 
got sent back pretty quick.  But if you were an officer, you had to get a certain 
number of points and your replacement had to show up.  So it took longer. 
 
TS:  So you had points only by time out there? 
 
KH:  Points were gained by family status and time out there and all.  It was some 
complex formula that only the Navy could dream up.  Anyhow… 
 
TS:  So for you it meant six more months out there. 
 
KH:  Yes.  I don’t think—maybe another three or four months, Thomas, because 
there were several months when they didn’t send anybody back, because they were 
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too busy.  But then they started diminishing, depending on how lucky you were—if 
you got a replacement right away and all that. 
 
TS:  Did you get a ship back to the States, or did you get a plane? 
 
[2, A, 154] 
 
KH:  (laughs) That was funny.  I don’t think they had many planes.  There was very 
little of that.  You could go back on a Navy ship.  We were up at Yokosuka, Japan 
[port city on Tokyo Bay], at that time, and I got clearance to go back.  I got 
discharged—I got released from the ship, and I had my orders to go back to Great 
Lakes, I think it was, to get processed out.  Another guy, a buddy of mine from 
another ship, and I were going back together, and we got the brainstorm of going 
and finding a Merchant Marine ship going back.  We figured if we got on a Navy ship, 
they’d find some damn thing for us to do; they’d make you stand watches or 
something.  We got on this oiler, a big ocean-going oiler with Merchant Marine 
guys—we lived like kings!  We were passengers—they wouldn’t let us do anything.  
They fed us well, we could play cards, we read—it was just like being on an ocean 
liner practically.  That was a nice ship; those oilers were well-equipped and very 
comfortable.  I got acquainted with the first mate and the captain.  The first mate 
also had a master’s license—he was an old Norwegian who went to sea at age ten.  
Very interesting guy, and very well-read.  We used to visit for hours.  That was fun.  
Then we got to San Pedro, and took the train back to Great Lakes—that was 
pleasant, too. 
 
TS:  Were you discharged from Great Lakes? 
 
KH:  Yes, yes.  Separated, yes.  In early 1946. 
 
TS:  What was your initial reaction, Keith, to being out of the military? 
 
KH:  Kind of puzzled, but, I don’t know…  I didn’t mind the military that much; 
otherwise I’d have never joined the Reserves.  I guess—well, just one of those 
milestones. 
 
TS:  What was the very first thing you did when you got out? 
 
KH:  (pauses three seconds) When I got out of Great Lakes?  Got a train back to the 
Twin Cities, I guess. 
 
TS:  What did you have—your civilian clothes and a couple bucks in your pocket? 
 
KH:  Oh, I had quite a bit of—I had all this pay on the books.  You get that.  Plus, I 
think there was some mustering out pay back then, too.  I know I had enough to buy 
a car.  So a pretty good little stake, yes.  You see, the way the setup was as I recall, 
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Thomas, you’re allowed so many days of leave a year.  Out there we never got any 
leave.  So all that went on the books. 
 
TS:  So from your separation you really had all that extra time to collect on? 
 
KH:  Yes.  You had all that pay coming. 
 
TS:  How was it to see your family and your child? 
 
KH:  Well, yeah—it was quite an experience.  He didn’t kick too much one way or 
another.  Kind of puzzled him, I’m sure.  But we got to be very close friends 
afterwards. 
 
TS:  How about you and your wife?  It had been a couple of years since you’d seen 
her. 
 
KH:  Yes.  She was glad to see me. 
 
TS:  What was the hardest thing for you with readjusting to being a civilian? 
 
KH:  (laughs) Oh, I don’t know.  (pauses three seconds) I don’t think I had any great 
problem there, Thomas.  Just a transition, and it went all right.  I went out and 
hunted up a job, and, well, that’s it. 
 
TS:  How soon were you able to find a job? 
 
KH:  Well, I didn’t try for two or three months.  I didn’t really want to, so—I wanted 
the time to stick around home, get acquainted, take a little trip here and there.  Then 
I didn’t have much trouble getting a job. 
 
TS:  What was the easiest thing to being a civilian again? 
 
KH:  Buying a new suit (laughs). 
 
TS:  Yes?  Civilian clothes? 
 
KH:  Yes.  I guess so, yes.  Buying some new clothes. 
 
TS:  Keith, what did the war mean to you personally at the time, in a philosophical 
sense? 
 
KH:  Well, I don’t know.  Of course, I felt a sense of revenge.  I was at Pearl Harbor 
after—it was still smoking around there, the ships were sunk, and all the… (laughs).  
I saw Nagasaki when it was lying there in ruins and I didn’t feel any great remorse.  I 
figured they did us wrong.  That was my feeling.  I’m sure there were people who 
had different feelings, but the average military guy didn’t have too much mercy.  
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No—they resented what they did to us.  Just like I hope we can get these bastards 
that pulled this deal off a month ago, you know [reference to the terrorist attacks of 
11 September 2001].  I never thought I’d see something like that, either.  Never 
thought I’d see that. 
 
TS:  How do you reflect on the war now, Keith, fifty-seven years later? 
 
KH:  Well, I’ll tell you this: I guess I’ve thought a number of times, “Think back on it.”  
You tend to remember more of the good than the bad.  That’s kind of the way it 
works out.  But I’ll tell you this: if you go through a war, and you come out all right, 
it’s quite an experience.  Quite an experience.  That’s the way I look at it.  Quite an 
adventure. 
 
TS:  That seems to suggest that those guys who came out injured, or affected 
somehow, might see things differently? 
 
KH:  Oh, I’m sure—if you lost a leg, I’m sure it’s a far different thing.  I’m sure you’d 
be resentful.  But if you come out intact—all your fingers, all intact, and you’ve got 
some pretty good benefits from the VA if you need them, and so on.  Yes, I think you 
look upon it, Thomas, as quite an adventure.  I can remember: we had this tough 
Jewish guy, Herman Simons, he was a buddy of mine.  He was one of the toughest 
humans I’ve ever known.  I can see why the Israelis have done pretty good in the 
field.  When the war was over I saw Herman a week later, and (laughs) I got the idea 
he was kind of disappointed.  He says to me, “What are we going to do now?”  Those 
guys liked that—I’m sure there were some. 
 
TS:  For whom the war was…? 
 
KH:  It was an occupation—I heard through the grapevine that he went back to 
Israel, and he loved fighting, that man did.  I read articles about raids they pulled off, 
and I thought, “Old Iron Herman was probably in on that one.” 
 
TS:  A guy who really didn’t want to leave the military behind? 
 
KH:  No.  He could have been a mercenary.  He could have easily—like these outfits 
that went to Africa.  He could’ve been a mercenary.  He just plain liked fighting. 
 
TS:  There were such guys, weren’t there? 
 
KH:  Sure there were.  Herman was one of them.  And then I read these—I know 
there’s these guys who fought in these African wars for a price.  They liked it. 
 
TS:  Keith, in what ways do you think your war experience changed your life, or the 
person that you are? 
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KH:  Well, I couldn’t really say.  I didn’t get into any brutal stuff.  I’m sure those guys 
were left with bad dreams and stuff that we didn’t really have.  I guess that’s about 
the only way I can put it.  We just didn’t have that.  Well, I had Marine friends that 
were… oh, they went through some awful stuff.  They lived through banzai charges 
[Japanese human wave attacks mounted by infantry units] and all that. 
 
TS:  Which was a far cry from what you went through? 
 
KH:  Oh, yes.  It was nothing like that.  Boy, some of that stuff was awful that they 
went through.  (pauses three seconds) Most people in the Navy—the guys, Thomas, 
who saw the really bad stuff were, oh, soldiers who were in the Battle of the Bulge, 
and things like that.  And Iwo Jima—that was terrible.  I read a couple books on that.  
That was an awful, awful battle. 
 
TS:  Finally, can I ask you to share a favorite personal memory or story as we finish? 
 
KH:  (pauses five seconds) I’m trying to think of one that was worthwhile.  I can’t 
think of any right now.  I’d probably come to one about an hour from now.  If I think 
of something real good, I’ll call you.  Lots of adventures we had—I don’t think of any 
particular one right now, but I’ll call you if I think of one. 
 
TS:  At this point, let me thank you very much for the interview. 
 
KH:  You’re welcome. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
